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9n 2001, the

ate took oven the
Fehool District of
Philadelphia, redulling
in. the condofidation and
public tehools and the
funded, privately
owned charter dohoofs
in their stead,

The research on property chonges
and these thres specilie cosss illusirates
the fate of communily gardens, Even
lomg-stonding gardens imitated by the
Mationalities Serviess Center are facing
problems Aceording 1o
Adam Forbes, it is beceming difficuln
i retain the leases and sesure these
community spaces. Relving apan
private awners has heen problematic,
bt it hos alse heen challenging 1o
rely upon the city. For imstance, the
Emilv Street gardens have six diflerent
awners. Seme al them bove neglected
their propertios for years, and some
have sygnaficant 1ax arrears. There 1s
haops that the Land Bank sould assis1
in tramaferring thess lots do NSO, since
they have leased citv-owned land for
venrs, gel vear-lo-vear lenses, and
have proven themselves responsible
oocupants. However, this may not be
the case. Forbes approasched the city e
socaure the lots for gordening this yeor,
but the ity was hesiant, The imcrensing
development im the area has made the
ity maore carslul regarding public land
leases, s a result, garden dwallers have
found themselves i a very vulnerabls
position,

4,3 PUBLIC

EDUCATION AND
LEARNING SPACES

Learning spaces and other
community spoces where residents
can gather and socialize are stimilarly
seircd i the gorg of the South Seven.
There are mine public clementary
sehools and two public high schools
in enstern Souih Fhiladelphia s well
ad religions inatitations that provide
diverse educational services to their
owm eonstiencices m Ini
2], the state took over the Schaosl
I¥istrict of Philadelphia, resulting
in the consolidotion and closing of
numaerous public schools and the
sraation of pablicly funded, privanely
awned charter schools i ther st
(see figura 4,300 Many remaining
public schools are operaiing with bare-
bones pessirees, alten without misic
or art fenchers, libraries and librarians,
gounseloers, narses, or administrative
stafl, Thousands of teachers and schaoal
suppeert stafl hove been laid off

Pannsvlvamia ranks signiticantly
bolow the stote averoge in the
porcentage of state taxes devoled 1o

public education. A% o result. the Schonl
[Hstriet bas relied on local propery
taxes o fund scheols, a siuation that
has produced gross meguitios in per
paipil apending, In 1995, the atate froee
fuinds s that the amount af money

it provided each district no longer
incrended in response e enrallment.
propomion of students with special
needs, or the disirict’s ahility to

raise loonl daxes. Property values in
Fhiladelphin are so low thot the school
disirict wos unable to compensate for
the less al state Tunds, resulting in
misst v inequalities between schools
and a loss of funding overall.

Since the state takeover in
208, the Sehool Reform Commission
(SRC) has overseen a massive
expansion of charter schools and the
lakeaver of struggling schools by
private third parties. Charter schools
ame independently ran public schonls
pard Lor by tox dollars. Charter
schools now account For 30 percent
of the Philadelphia School Dastrict’s
aperating budgst (Hardy 20055, By law,
charter schools are not subject 1o the
pavernanes af the sehoel distriet excepd
For the negotiation and remewal of their
charters, In 2001, Philadelphia losi
nearly 53200 million in funding dus to
federal mid budged cots (Sanches 200 %),
In 2012, the SEC announced plans o
close 60 Philadelphia public schoals
aver five years, reorganize all ather
schools, and continwe the expansien af
charter s¢honls.

In 2013, the SRC closed
24 public schools in Philadelphia,
including thres in easiem South
Philadelplia: George Washingon
Elementary, Abigail Vare Schonl,
and FEok Technical High Scheel, a
techmicnl schenl housed an enormaous
Art Deco buildimg at 10th and Mitilin
Streets with onee-vibrant culinary
arts, nntomotive, technical, and
antreprencunial framing programs [See
figura 4.3.20 Many of Bok's former
stadents have been funneled mmio South
Philadelphia or Furmess High Schoals
Aoprivate developes recently bough
the Bok properiv and has plans to
turn it indo a “ereative hub olffering
picneering maker space for innavators,
arlizsans, and entreprencurs.” Al a
neighborhowd zening meeting, residents
expressed myrind reactions to the Bok
development plans from excilement o
concems aboul inereased traffic and
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parking e questions showt whether any
of the businesses will offer services
und programs for existing residents or
elderly people living in the immedinte
neighharhood.

Several charter schaols have
opened in South Philadelphia, melnding
Mastery Charter on the ®00 block of
Joknson Street (seg figora 4 200 [n
200420105, wo further public schools
in Sowth Philadelphia were closed nor
were any new charter schaols opened
Secording to Andrew Lukov, the
principal of Southwark Elementory
Sohool. this breathing space gives
enishing public schools "o chonce o
grow.”

While school “reform™ marks
an geonoimic divestment in pablic
education, the innevatien of school
lenders and the dedication of public

schonl staff continue. Bath Furness
and South Philadelphin High Scheals
intentionally strive ta be sale places
for multicultural students: they are
ploces where children from vastly
different baskgrounds mteract. The
principals of Furness High School,
Daniel Peou, and Oygo Okoye-Johnson,
atevwnrd programs that eater to the
achool s diverse immigrant aind religes
populations whe speak more than

A0 langunges. With the reduction in
pueblic sehoel funding, there has been

a rise in Q8T (out-al-schaasl time)
pregramming. While connected 1o the
lorger mechanism ol privatizobion,
OFT progroms provide opporianities
forr local orgamizations o howse aller-
school programmimg and o recerve
funding for these programs. United
Communities Southeast Philadelphia.
BMigrant Edueation, and the Cambadian
Amaociation of Greater Philadelphia are

While school

“neform” marks an
gconomic divedtment

e pubbic education.,
school leaders and the 20
dedication of public
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seme of the many organizatisns that
provide 05T services

Acoording 10 communi by
members, schools are potential spaces
for community growps 1o mest sach
ather. Howgver, schoolyards and
facilities are often m bad shape and
undemitilized . Learming and community
spaces for adults and Families such a3
libraries and recreational spaces ans
sontee and distribuied unevenly in
the Sauth Seven. The Free Library of
Philadelphin operotes tour branches
in this area: Chorles Somtore, Famo
Fomilw, Somth Fhiladelphia. and
Whitman. However, all the branches
are located on the periphery. which
means that residents living in tha
core of the Seath Seven would have
o walk over a mile, or 20 minules, 10
access these services see fipore 4,200
Recreation centers are alse located in
the nrea’s periphery with the exception
of the Ford Recrention Cemter. which
provides recreationnl spaces o dilterent
sommunity groaps ol Snyder Avenue
and 15 where membaers of the Tth Streer
Communiry Civie Association hold
meslings and ¢venls (508 ."'.'g:.-.'f 5,210

4.4 RACIAL AND
ECONOMIC TENSIONS

Bafore the econsmue recession
af the late 19705, Jewish and lialian
families owned most of the businesses
aleng South Teh Streeet, From hosiery
and toy stares to butcher and vam
shops, residents did not have 1o travel
far 10 meat evervday needs. There
warg locnl movie theaters. reslauranls.
and nightclubs. According 10 o former
Vielmamese refugee, business owners
wirg ollen welcoming o neweomers
during the first wave of immigralion
from Southeast Asia m 1975 Many
shops, such as the then-sxiatent Village
Chrift Stoere, offered free clothing,
while aither businesses provided jobs
and & ploce for refugees to interact with
local residents, A former refugee from
Combodin and principal of Farness High
Schonl, smd thol relugees at this ime
also Poced discraiminotion ond threats
af wialenes from community members
and gquickly learned not 1o walk on
certiin blocks or patronize cerlan
eatablishments

POPULATION BELOW THE
POVERTY LINE
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The second wave al immigration
from Southeast Asia (1978 through the
mid= 19805} coincided with o nationwide
economic downturn. Basinesses shut
down seemingly overnight, leaving
a large swath of vacant storslronts
i therr wake, am economic collapse
from which the narghborhaod never
fully reeovered. The ¢itv's subsequent
depopulation meant readily availabls
biousing for mew immigranis, but ofien
amid racial and sconomic fension, Over
time, refuges and immigrant families
were able to rent or buy vacanl spaces
umd start their own businesses, bul these
storgs and restoaranis often catered to
the needs of specilic commumities with
less pportunity for cross-racial or
cross-sthnic mlerasion.

Ageording to a member of
the Tih Strect Community Civie
MAssociation, the cconomic recession
af the 19805 increased poveriy and
unemplovment. and so drug dealing,
sen wark, ond gang membership
beoome logical chowces for some
peaple in the area. This associaton
has advocated for the rghts of African
Américans, including ensuring access
to fair housing, and has provided

social programming nnd support for
vouth and Families, The Tih Strect
Community Civie Assooiation is
currently working with severnl citywide
caalitions o reduce gun violence and
mcarceralion rales i the area and (o
merease emplovement and edugational
opportaailics. Long-term African-
Amerigan residents report that the
arca was segregated for many decades:
“white people knew where to walk and
shop and black people knew where to
walk and shop.”

For some residents, drug acthivity
memams a caoncern, as does the long-
stomding territonal dispute betwaen
pwo pangs. ond thal rons on 3th Sireet
and one that runs an Tth Streel. Whin
Sontheast Asians began 1o move info
tlee ares, some young pesple wlo wers
atieimpling to adjuat o life in the US
after surviving war and relnted trommns
alsa became invalved in these gangs.
Kesident Dai Lai oo, who nsed to
rent an apariment near Tth and Jackson
Strects, expluined that the orea was
oned golled the “red zene” becawse
il talls between 3th and Tth Stresrns.
Blogk captam Boame Lucas shared
tleat, in recent vears, the police and the

receddion of the 19804
increaded poverly and
unemployment, drug
dealing, dex uronk,
for dome people in

the area.
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FBI have drastically reduced drug-
related activities in callaboration with
neighbors, Poverty, underemplovment,
and diserimination remain issees of
grave coneern ta African-American
residents, According to Tth Street Civie
Acssecintion member Russell Maven,
“Hacism 15 less visible, but ot 1= snll
here. 1t 15 defimitely sull here.”

Froblems such as high
imcarceration rales and the lack of
acgess 0 opporianities and fands for
higher education remain enirenched. For
this peason, some long-lerm residents
have struggled to scoommodate
demegraphic changes due to different
refuges and immigrant groups thai
have settled in the area, beginning with
newcomers from Southeast Asia in the
Tis and Bds. Althongh many of these
proups ane new mulingensrational,
newer immigrants from China and
grovps of refugees from Burma, Bhatan,
and Mepal bring up longstanding
coeerns aboul secess 0 resources. As
Melissa Fogg from the Philadel phin
Refuges Mental Heslth Collaherative
explained during an interview, when
csommunity-hased and socl service
arganizalions provide programs
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and ressuress aimed al specific
comnknities, it ¢an asem as though
ather communities are excluded, Some
lacal organizations are aware of these
perceplions and are working toward
providing more inclasive programming.

Acgording o those whe
wirtk with smmigrant and reluges
pirpulations, im the past some long-torm
reaidents worked 1o block imimigrants
from eoming into the aren. However,
similar ¢oneemms plague neweomers
and leng-term residents alike, such
a5 underempleyment, According to s
member of the Bhuisnese American
Crrgnmiznfion, many refugees were
euaranteed job trmimimg in the United
Srates while they were still morefuges
camps. In actoality, few job-traiming
apperiunities are avinlable. Despate
this, a 200% report from the Brookings
[nstitution indicates that nearly 73
percent of labor feres growth i the
greater Philndelphin region since 2000
is nttributable to immigrants (Singer ed
al. 20083,

Immigrants and relugees who
have prior educntion or troiming may
have difficaly obaining employment

due to their lack of the equivalent

U8 credentials. As a resull, many
Bhotanese work m low-wags [actory
jubs in Mew Jorsey or in agricaliaral
joba Cevisliroom industry ) in Kennett
Square. Sumilarly, Dai Lai Hieo from
the Karen Commuenity explaingd that
many Buarmese residents work in
faciories and at Walmart, Government
assistance For refugees is fime-limijed
(usually eight months), and it s very
difficali to obtain o job that makes mone

than minimum wage (558 fgure $.4.1
and -#.I'i..?._'.

Beginning in the 19905, LIS
Chingse immigration ineladed baeth
professional and working classes
who setled in historie downtewn
Chinatown; Cherry Hill, Mew Jersey;
and %outh and Mortheast Philadelphia,
Adier the 1994 passage of the Morh
American Free Trode Agreement
(MAFTA) and the subseguent collopse
of the Mexicon egonomy, Mexican and
Central American immigration to the
Llwined States alan increased. many of
Fhiladelphias Mexican commuinity
members have reots in Puebkla and
Michoacan, Cver the past ten vears,
Mexican business owners have opened
shops on 9ih Street and the surrounding
blocks. Far new immigrants,
particalarly those from Mexico and
Central America wathoat docamentation,
opportunilies for economic assislancs
are limited. EEETTITERE The vast
majorily of Mexican imnigrants in
Fhiladelphia wark in the restaurant and
servies industries, Others who wark
in canstruetion and landscaping aften
have o commute great distances sutside
of the city. Like other immigrani
populatiens, newly arrived Mexicans
with weaker English lnnguage skills
alse work in factores. Alter severul
vears leaming English, people may then
segk jobs in local restourants. In the
South Seven anea. travel 1o faclories
and construetien sites is provided by
those who can obtain driver's licenses
and who then chargs car fare; many
Mexican residents nre unahle to ohiain
driver’s licenses hbecause they do nod
hnve docomeniatien. 5ome Lating
communily members are involved in
o stale-wide campaign b change the
progess of oblaining drver's licanses,
This campaign seeks 1o create new
pulicies for uadocumen tod residents
to obtain licenses, with state-issuwed
identification, residents can open bank
ageaunts, rent cars. and lhave access o

myrind other services.

[rospiie increasing diversily in
the South Seven are, communily
mambers have limited opporiunities o
internct with one aiother, One place
where people come together, however,
ig in achools, The past ten years hayve
seen & dramatic inerease in student
diversity, with ever ¥ longuages
and dialecis spoken at neighbarhood
schools. Lotent tenzions in the wider
community erapled in December 20005
at South Philadelphia High School when
sevaral dozen Asion students walked
oul of schoal o protest the ongoing
Bostile anti-imnigeant eavifoninent,
During the months leading wp to the
atudent bovestt, over 23 immigrani
Asion students were attacked by fellow
students, |13 of whom were sent 10 the
hospital for care,

Asian students organized agoinst
ongoing hostility in collaboration with
local orgamizations. Stadents held a
press conference and refused o retarn
o schoal until the administration
addressed the engoing vielenes. The
bovestt lasted For sight davs. For more
tham a venr prinr i the walkout, the
Asian American Legal Drefense and
Edueation Fund {AALDEF), Asian
Americons Umited (AALT, Philadelphia
Chinatown Development Corporoion,
Heat People 50% (BPSOS), Victim/
Witness Services of Seuth Philadelphia,
Cambadian Associanon of Greater
Fhiladelphia (CAPG), and Southeast
Adian Mutual Assistance Associations
Caoalition (SEAMAAC) had been
working with students to urge
the schenl district to nddress the
inereasingly hostile envirenment for
Azion students.

Some dispgreoment enswesd
among these dilferent organizations
about whether o call these amacks
“racisl.” For seme invalved in the case,
tlee attacks were rasially motivated,
as they were largely perpetuated by
Adrican-American students against
Agian immigrant students. Others felt
thai wsing the terms “racism”™ or “reist”
to deseribe the attncks ignores the Toat
thot racizm 1% instilubonal and that both
Asion-American and African-American
students must deal swith institutional
raciam Prom society al largs. Calling the
atlacks simply “racisl” diverls atlention
fronm the Tact that koth Asian-American
and African-American stadents are
“mimorities,” [n addition 1o their
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rocinlly motivated chorncter, the student
attncks retleoted a lack of guidance

and salery from the school itself, and a
seareity of opportunity For the studenis
tar lerm about cultural . Hnguisie,
natioinal. ethnie, and sther differences,
The attacks, while anfi-Arian and anti-
imEnigrant, were at lepat i part & resali
of an underfunded urban school distric
and its menlikeral shift 1o privatization.

ltimately. students, along with
the eolloborating agencies, decided to
haldd the Schoal Ihstrict responsible
rather thon the individual students who
pirpetrated the vialence. They Tiled a
fedeoral sivil mghis complamt wath the
LS Department of Justics and won.
The federal investigation found that the
digtrier was “deliberately indifferent™
to vinlence and harassment against
Axian students, and the ruling stipalated
that the school district mast provide
ongaing diversity training Tor its staff
For two vears following the boyoote,
SEAMAALC. BPEOS, and AALD worked
in the school to bring immigrant and
Amercan-barm stodents together 1o
discuss cultural differences and o baild
sihidamty. All of these orgamzations
continue o work with youth an the
shionl

Adter the ruling, South
Philadelphin High School brought
in apew principal, this Hackney,
whe has tropsformed the climate of
the schonl. He has worked to bring
students topother ond o improve the
sghool’s overall ncodemic performoanoe.
He explained that belore the bowveastt,
Aomencan-born and immigrant groups
ward al Hmes physically separated in
the building, with part of the second
floor designated as the “ESL cormidor”
and thus off limita o non-ESL stadents,
L his apimion. this Kind of segregation
anly increased group isclation and
decressed opportunities for siudents
tx interact. Mow all students hove
mcoess to every port of the schonl.
He supports his teaohers in teaching
oultural competenaies and talking nbouat
misunderstandings between students,
He believes the key s 1o explore
tensions batwesn Alncan-Amencan
and mmigrant communiies as they
arise and to share differences in life
experienges. While it is imporiant For
Aomerican-born siidents to learn aboai
the diverse experiences and caltaral
practices of different immigrant growps,
it is nlso impoertant for immigrant

siadents to understand the history of
Adricon Amerncans in the United
Srates, In his opimon, the “immigrani
narralive” may nol resonale with
Alrican-Amencan students becau so
they do mod share that narrative, as they
understand their “arrival” stories in the
Lnited States are aimnltanesusly about
the history of slavery.

4.5 EQUITABLE
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

The Storsfront Lmprovenent
Program, InStore, and the Merchant's
Fund aré the three Tnancial asastanes
prograins propesed to help grow
and revitalize commercial corriders
in the Pliladel phia Ciiy Planning
Commission’s Sauth District Plan
(2005 fipe Figwre £.5.0) Bevond
identifving these programs, the plan
recommends the creation of basiness
associations and business improvement
districts (BILN and the designation of
cortidor managars,

The (e of Meighbarhood
E¢onomic Development, which
ia part of the Depariment of
Commerce. emplove a pumber of
sirategies to revitalize and strengthen
commercial areas and eorridars in
ity neighborhesds, The Sterelront
Improvement Progrom and [nSiore are
v such strategies. The Storelront
Imiprovement Program {SIF) 15 an
imitiative that reimburses owners al’
sommercial buildings and businosses
wha moke sterelront improvemenis
withim a designated area. The program
cun retmburse up o T3% of the
eoat 1 g maximuen of 310,000 fer o
simgle commercial propeny, or up o
13,0000 Ffor & muliiple-address or
comer husiness property, provided the
impravements are eligible.

srfar more informalian, visit: RidpessS
et QT g Seammerce e dghir-
hoods Pages FovitalizingCore dors. asax
The Philodelphio City Council
plans 1o dedicate 53335 000 towards
the SIP. The majoniy of the funds,
F00,000, gome from federal dollars,
through the Community Development
Block Grant Program. Another 5100000
womens frem the state. and the rest iz
swarded by the Office of Meighborhood
Economic Development 1o the
Community Design Collshorative to

SOUTH DISTRICT COMMERCIAL
CORRIDORS
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provide ree design serviees, Bevond
helping business owners improve
their spaces, the Staore Improvement
Frogram has the petentiol fo kelp small
comstruchon businesses. However.
udvoonbes tor small business owners
have realized that the source of the
maney adds complicated paperwark
o the process. and paying the area’s
prevailing wage, & new poliey
requirsmsnt of the pregram, iniplies
higher ¢oats and the elimination of
local contracters. According 1o Beth
MoConnell, Policy Director of the
Fhiladelphia Association of Community
Development Corporations, most of
the contractors warking on storelront
rencvations are small neighborhood
contractors who are discournged from
campeling for these jobs due 10 the
complicated paperwork they have

o sk o the federal government

(Burdoe 2015,

The Asian American Clhamber
of Commeree of Grenter Philadelphia
encowraged business awners in the
South Seven aren to porticipate in the
SIF Imoan imderview, Beth MeConnell
explaimned thal storeowners are
sometimes suspicious of the program
becouse the regquirements Lo get
revmbarsed for fedoral funds are so
cumbersomea that they don™t want 1o
get mvalved. In South Philadelphia,
g padiber of Cambodian busineszes
bad waed this assistanees progeam, b
with the new requiremsits, some amall
contractors have become disqualified
Far the mast part, only contraciors
without n language barrier and whae

pay the area's prevailing wage can gei
the jobs done. MeConnell siates thai
the best way For the program 16 ron
effectively is to reploce the source of
the funds with money from the city’'s
genemal tund. The Mutter admimisirotion
ucknowledges the benetits of the S1F
und 15 tnkimg o closer look at the 1deas
offered by the Coungil membaers.

InStore 18 a Forgivable loan
program developad by the Deparimaent
of Commerce in partnership with the
Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative
Economy. The program assists eligible
retnil, food, and creative forsprofit and
nonprefit husinesses in purehasing
equipment and materials associated
with establishing a new location or
gxpanding an existing one (PFhiladelphia
Department of Commerce 2015). The
loams amount to betwesn 15000 and
20000, Ehgible commercial sorndors
bave baen set up for this program. [s the
South Seven, the stron gest pedestrian
carridors have mostly been fargetad
with the excepiion of South Tth Street,
which is in develepment, The following
corridars can benefit frem the progrom
in this aren {ee figure 4.5 2}
1H0-1900 East Passyunk Averue
19200-2500 South Fth Street
800-1209 South %Ik Strest
700-1000 Washingban Avenue
1900-2100 Sauth Braad Street
&00-1500 Sny-:ler Ayanue
Fﬂifﬂff&,ﬂﬂ”&l.gﬂﬁ* FdFE.':'.-"J'.'?E!I}I'E.Eiﬂ.:r-
Istage=StartEtype=A1% 208 5iness a0
Tvmasdsection= FIRancing s ms0 % A0

Floreouwrnerd are

of the program becaude
the requirements to
fedenal fundi are

fo cumbersome that
they don’t want to. get
nuobued.
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Another wav to improve [ocal
business is through the Merchont's
Fund, & private foundation that
alfers financial assistonce 1o
currenl Fhiladelphia merchants who
demanstrate legitimate NDnoncial need.
It provides gramts up to % 10,000 ansd
lisan matches ap to S2000) fo local
businesses open for al least throe vears,

For more anfarmation, visit: bttps
whw.marchantsfund.arg

The Department of Commeroe
also supperts Business Improvement
[ristricts ( BIN, which are nons=profi
munagemenl associabiens crented
by meighborhaod property owners
and businesses o provide services,
aclivities, and inibatives o improve
and preserye local eeonsmies and
Lo increase pablic safery and street
survis llanee, Organizanonal changs
in local governance and cooperation
amang businesses, property owiners,
pubtlic efficials, and other cominunity
stakehalders have been kev in the
establishment of BITs acress the city
“Funds for BID programs and services

ane generated from n special assesoment
paid by the benefited property owners
directly 1o the erganization that
muanages the BIIVs activities. Because
they are authorized by the City of
Phladel phin, the nssessment levied

by the BIDY becomes a legal obligation
af the property owner and failurs o
par gan resalt i the filing of a hen®
{Fhiladelphia Department of Commarse
and Drrexel University"s Center Tor
Public Policy 2002} Since 1990, 4
number of Bl have been catablished
citywide by the Municipal Authorities
Act and the Neighherhood [mprovement
[ristried Aot { from 2000 anwards),

The East Passyunk Avenue
Business Improvement [istrict, with
over 270 commereial busimesses. has
baen key 1o the urban revitalization
of South Phaladelphia’s northeastern
side (5ee figure 4,52} However, this
BIC—with ite fourishing hip local
businesses and community develspmeni
imifiatives and events—inerearingly
caters to voung and financially secure
residents rather than the long-standing

working-class community. “In East
Fassvunk. a por nand predominantly
while community, BIDF activities have
prompled davision between long-
standing property owners/ businesses
and meweomers who CHPress & greaier
degres of sipport for eollective

i provement effers” (Garnetn 2000

Two additional BI1Es have
recently heen envisioned in the aren Jipe
figuire d."f..-'-‘,'. I'n the norih, the Souih S9ik
Btreet and Woshinglon Avenue Basimess
Improvement [Nstrct 15 olready in the
development process for serving the
commarcial arcas in and around these
thriving roadways, while in the core of
casiern Soulh Flaladelpha, business
owiers have envisioned ansther BID
along South dih and Tih Stresis. The
bowindaries have not yet been afficially
delineated, bat this B1D sims 410 brand
the ares ns Cambadian Town. Active
members of the Cambadian community
consider this nrea, imcluding Midllin
Square. the heart of their cultare. Food
vendors proudly celebrote their culsine
by selling tood aleng the park, while
senall busingss owners make a living
championing ther caliure and food in

réstourants and groceres along these
commereial eorridoers m

Althoagh the formatien of
these B1Ds appears to improve o
neighherhood’s economic and security
conditions, they mostly maonilest
the unevenness ol power relations
among the many ethmic groups that
leve orownd i, as well os stmacture
wrban development aroand the views
of the few with the esonomis capacily
to imtegrate their busimessos in these
programs, Using BIDs as a primary
dirgetive for the restruciuring of
neighbarhoods has consequently created
mare segregation between the more
organized and powerfal ethnic growps,
such as the Cambodians and thoese
with limited argonizational abilities;
it gives too much decision power Lo
owners ond marginalizes the vwices
of wage lnborers, the elderly, ond the
handicapped who together Gomposs
the magerity of the area’s popalaton,
Ites imperative that new mechanisms
for amesnraging demacratic decision
making and rewarding parficipation
are priefitized Bevond those of the
exglusive groups of ceonomic power,

4.6 JTH STREET 15
“NO MAN'S LAND”

Aweording to Beth MeConnell
from the Philodlephio Association of
Community Development Corporations,
the core aren of the South Seven,
which ineludes the Seath Tih Stree
commercial corrider, was called & “no
enan’s land” by other area civie groups
becaase Tit was nof under the direct
providence of anv civie nssacinfion.”
However, the term “ne man’'s land™ is a
bt o o misnomer.

Reoent chonges in the
Fhiladelphia Zoning Code established
provisions thal ensire norghbors
of proposed developments have an
opporiaaity o provide inpol regarding
oning decisions. Com ity input
happens bath through & standardized
avatem of direet notification and
through public mestings convened by
Kegistered Community Organizafions
(RCOk), When these chonges asccurred,
many existing civic association applied
to bocome RCOODs, ECOs receive
notece from the Flanming Commission
whenever a goming vanangee or spocial
excepiion 15 regquested within their
geapraphic boundaries. The RO then
convenes o public meeting. Where thers
ie mbode thain ome RCOH in am area. the
District Cowneilpersen has the option
to select one or more RCCr as the
respon sible party in conperation with all
other afTected RLOs

Beth MeConnell pointed out
that when many civic nssocintions
became RCOs, there was no civie
asaciation covering South Tth Street
In response, Councilman Squilla firs
contacled United Communities of
Southeast Philadelphia to see il they
coaild take on role of RCOL When this
did nat pan aut, be contacted both
the East Passvank Civie Association
(EPX)y and the Lower Movamensing
Civie Association {Laklo} and asked
them te extend their boundaries to
anccoant for the uncovered area [figore
4. 640 According to MoConnell, this
proposal was prablematic becouse 1t
“ldid] won grow civie leadership from
the graund up™ but took over from the
top down, Additonally, unbeknowns
to other community entities, the Tih
Street Commamity Civie Assogiation
was aperating in the aren presumed Lo
be unrepresented. A pablic meeting
wis called 1o discuss the confusion.

Wﬁe.rtmﬂﬂg.c&sia
addccialiond became
REO4, there wad no edie

- .
Foulh 7th Flreel,
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According to many residents wha
attended, this mesting was vory
contontious, with members of the Tih
Strest Communiny Civie Assogiation
expressing anger and fear that the ares
in which thev kad long held commuamity
power was going o be “token over™ by
peaple not from the arco.

During the meeting, bath EFX
and Lok suggested that the Tih Sireel
Commmunily Civig Association Form
its oan RO According 10 a member
Irom EPX, the civic associations gave
them a vear to obtain ECO status,
and after that vear was up, “EFX and
Lobda went alead and oxtended thewr
bowindaries” EFX and LobMo members
aaid that they were “transparent” about
this pracess and that any information
ahoul boundary changes was available
anline. However. 1o inlerviews we were
tald that sinee the communily mesiing
mearly two years ago, EFX and Lobdo
have had no contact with the Tih Street
Community Civie Association. Some
memhbers were unawnre that the Tth
Street Community Crvic Associolion
apphied tor and was gronted RCCr
atatus im the mierim. Confusion aboul
the existencs and boundaries of thess
Vi aasncialione reveals commun ity
fragmeniation, an incrensiing need For
sening hearings due o development,
and omgoing temsions between long-
standing and mewer residents.

As wath any volunbeer-
min ofganization, there are
different apinione on the roles and
responsibilities of civie associations,
Acoording to some members. as civic
assgcinbions ore lorgely focused on
concers of omeowners in the area,
they want to “shutl down on cormer
atores and mulii-family houses, a8
well ag trash, erime, and drg sales’
Oeher members seek inclusivity bt
lace borners when stflempting to
mvolve mew members. For example,
Todd Schwartz from LoMo described
mvalving any immigrant or refuges
camenunity members ag "o challenge.”
While everyons is weleome, Lobo is
a volupieersran organization and lacks
resources {or longuoge trunslation,
Similarly, LobMo 15 aopen o renters. bul
few have become mombers “bocad se
therr concerms ane dilferent.” Kidding
ihe sireets of loiterers and trash iz, in
anme residsnta’ minds, part of whai
makes peighborhoods “safe™ and

mereases property values. To other

restdents, these proctices maoy alsa
“pohice” alder mons established and
ifarmal wavs of creating sommunily
(people gathering on front sioops, for
example )

Additonally, some long=term
rosidenis express concern about civic
assogialions wanhing o “change the
neighborhood” rather than geming 1o
ko the comimunity a3 it is, Some
older residents express reluctance o get
involved with civic associations becnuse
they seo them as advocating For “dog
parks instead of community centers.”
This sentimant 1% nol universally shared.
bowever. and there are suceessiol
examples of civie associations that have
created partnerships with logal schools
and long=term community members
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5. ENVISIONING
PLAYGROUNDS
FOR USEFUL
KNOWLEDGE:
COLLECTIVE
LEARNING,
KNOWLEDGE,
OWNERSHIP,
AND
DEVELOPMENT

After seven maonths of in-

dopth secondary sowrce research and
ooncentrated fieldwork, we gaimed o
mord diveloped understonding of the
natghborhood, its residents, and its
repressn lalive associaliong, as well as
it= attributes, econtradictions, problems,
and relationship to the eity as a whaole,
Ultimately, we felt eomfortable taking
& step townrd defining a project that
directly engaged the commumniiy. The

] - . . rry
project was cnvisioned as o series ol
spatial enterventiens im tandem wath
the structuring of social ond culbaral
programs that, together wath the
Restored 8 paces [nihative, aims 1o
calalyze a positive transformation of
ths neighborhaod and the lives of those
whe inhakit i1

The first phase of Mavererrds
entailed developing a pilst project
sroamnd three connected one-day evenis,
enoh structured as community acbions
in urbam play. The parpose of these
community actions has been to involve
spocilie stakeholders. and neighbors as

participants who feel resonanse wath the

platform propesal and are motivated 1o
participate in the project. The first two
actions were designed as semi-public

experimental warkshops that would 1ake

place in the Mlaveroomds for Lsell
Hpowfpdes hub on Jnokson Streed. Koy

participonts played together towards the

development of specific ideas that could

paetentinlly transiorm the neighborhoad
in short- medinm-, and long-term
mitiatives. The performance group
Philadelphia Theatrs of the Opprossesd
was invited to elicit ideas and mediate
different momenta of the workshops,

Additional workshops took place from
Tung 1o Sepiember 1o build ¢ommueniny
invelvement and the co-creation
process, The third and final sction was
conceived as @ moment of engagemen
im o public space with wider andiences
as well o3 o broader discussion on

the tuture direction of idens from the
e Tirst workshaps and the futire
direction of the platform as a whole,

Thia pilot project allowed
us b0 inveatigate and showense the
Playgrounds project’s capacity for:

1. Providing envircnmentally
sustainable meeting. working. and
learning spaces Lo engogs in cooperalive
praclices and to host recreational
activities and other communiny
programs that stimulate “urban play™
while acknowledging local culiures ond
values {see figure 5,10/

The area of study comprisas a
manoclenaus set of hausing blacks
where Learning, recreational, and
cOmmunity spaces are scarce.
Learning and mesting spaces
are limited to public schaals
and religious institutions and
arganizations, all of which serve
their own constituencies. Host
of tha neighborhoods located

in thae stuedy area have a small
park with some sparts and
recreaticnal facilities, except
Tar the Greenwich and Liwies
Hoyamensing neighborbood s,
Families, individuals, and local
growps from these netghborhoods
use Mifflin Square during

the warm months. Other than
Welnberg Fark, & small public
space located a few blocks from
this popular square, snd the Ford
Recreation Center, which mainly
sarves the African-American
cammunity on Snyder Avenue,
thiere are Tew apen sites Lo far
community activities.

I Developing Usetal Knowledoe
Commuttess that draw on the diverss
skills, expenences, and insights of
variows civig onganizations and cilizens
invalved with the project. Llsefil
o |¢l.3|=:l.‘ ia understood a3 that which
can be of serviee 10 social emane pation
and the people’s struggle Tor justice
and equality im their doilv lives. The
purpnse of these commitlees is to

work collabosatively and to iranaler
apecific knowledge Mrom different
neighhars and organizations, which
camitld happen thraugh the development

urhan campaigns, collective workshops,

cyonts, and artisho performances, as
cxomplitied throughout the pilaet,

& diagram with some types of
Useful Enowledge in the South
Sewel drea was deweloped as
part of Cohabitatien Strategies’
ethnographic work [see fgura
2.1} Although it mostly focused
en different non-profit and civic
prganitations, it illustrates
the immense depository af
Useful Enowledge that could

be netwarked and transferred

in subsequent phases af the
Flaygroungs platfarm.

A Stimulating the production
of wrban interventions and serving the
Enoaledge platferm while producing
social and spatial restrecturing betwees
sites and the surrounding arens. These
interventions are intended o develop
organically throughout the central aren
of enstern South Fhiladelphia rather
than i one specific site. The pilot
assemblage of B f.::;;.muu:[z e {lsoful
Koowledge not enly aspires Lo improve
the meighbarbood s plysical and
environmental condition bui alse acis
as a catalyst of cooperative praciices
iy edueation, Food :|uu¢-hihi|ilj-.
social services, housing, and urban
development. Wew social and spatial
relations would be buile throagh
purticipatory progroms (Sag fious

5 0L2L

Deindustrialization, redlining,
and eventually decreased tax
revenues to maintain city
infrastructure ware major

agents of the depopulation

and wrban decline South
Philadelphia experienced
Postwar suburbanization incited
white warking-class residents'
expdus to the suburbs, Better-
off families gradually left South
Fhiladelphia, and eventually an
influz of foreign immigrants
gave life back to the district.
Families of Irish, ltalian, and
Eastern European descent, as
well as those African &Americans
whe had arrived during the Great
Migratian, have been joined in
recent years by Tamilies from

Cambadia. Thailand, ¥ietram, and
Mexicn and ather Latin American
countries, The district has become
vibrant and diverse. However,
newcomers face abstacles ta
thriwing in the central area

of eastern South Fhiladelphia,
contained by Washington Avenus
and West Oregon Avepue from
north to sowth amd 9th Strest

and ath Street from west to east,
where poverty, unemployment,
structural vacancies, and decline
are cancentrated,

4, Turning public vacant and

phandoned loks into _E'Iu,kmmﬂ.a_

fier Lsefiel Kpowdedge The process
would begin by cloiming lots from
the Fhiladelphia Lond Bank, which
can ¢ventually move the conversation
twards non-spesulative development
madels. shared commenity ownership,
and eallectivized management

Potential sites were identified
and a specific pragram far @ach
gite will need to be planned
according to the needs and
priarities of the neighborhood’s
Flaygrowndgs platform. The
community would restore these
sites in partnership with the
Rescared Spaces Initiative and
with the assistance of an external
collzharator {e.g. artist, designer,
activist, ebe)

In fatare, the creation and
expansion of Slavgroends See Dsofied
Eﬂuﬂ_ﬂ_ﬂu_ 1s envisioned through
the constiiution of a Commuanity
Loand Trast with a tripartite bady of
governandée, or board. The awnership
and management of the stes will
be weither public nar private, bai
callective, The Commumity Lond Tresn
board will gradually be Formed by
building trust and engagement among
loncal stakeholders and will have egual
representation by: (1) local pubhic
authorities ond agencies; (2] local
non-profits, caltural institutions, and
grassraols groaps, and (33 “knowledge
caommitlees,” aelghbors, and wsers.
The restoration and achvation of these
aitea will ke developed strategically
with the Restored Spaces Initiptive,
working with the Fhiladelphia Lond
Bank and other local pariners such as
the Fhiladelphis Water Depoartment, the
City Flanning Commission, the Mural
Arts Frogram, ola.
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6. PLAYGROUND

CITIZENSHIP,

MOBILIZING
PEOPLE!

6.1 IN SEARCH OF
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

From its very ineeption,
Laygrouads foc Lredal Koowledee
has hod the ambition to create the
conditions tor a prolihic exchonge
botween prolessionnls im the helds of
arl and wrhonism and local experts.
Cohabitaton Strategios hos alwavs tned
i esiablish o dinlogoe between these
twir daferent worlds, influenced on the
ang hand by a theorefical and pragmatic
understanding of the forces that shaps
aur gities, and on the other by the
grassronts dimension, people who

pereeive maads and daily occarrences
on the street level, In Philadelphis

our beom maostly comprised exports
urbanists, caltaral producers. designers,
anthropelegists, elo.—oand we had 1o
croate the conditions for an exchanges
with a cirele of people with a maore
rooted sense of the neighborhood's
sopcial, political, and economie relations
Althaugh it might sound like an
undemanding process, ehiaining insider
information ahsul a neighborhed

i nlwavs n very delicnte operation
Inbobitants of the orea don 't open up
cusily to pralessionals asking guestions,
especially if they don’t directly
understand how the information they arg
sharing will be wsed. While we had na
direst gontast with lesal organizations
and residents a1 the beginning of the
projesct, it was imperative from the
oulset 1o ereate conditions to establish
true col laboration

During our yvears of practoe, we
have tested many ditierent approaches
1o establishing local relations. In the
s of Philadelphia, having a restrcted
amaunt ol ime available, we desided
s Dl b twnbold strategy. The entry
PNt wWas inferviewing com iy
leaders and searching for people whemn
w eonld deline as local experis, These

gxperts are not necsssanly people whe
have made an overall analysis of the
neighborhoad, but rather are residents
of people warking in the district wha
have an imporiant yvet subjective view
ol the relotions ot play in the area.
Meighborhoods like the South Seven
that have a complex and fragmented
soiti] fabric. that are sustimed partly
by shadow ccomamies, and that are in
rapad evaelution conmol be undsrstood
without patiently heeding the gut
Feelings of their inhabitants, After
recording all interpretations of the
arzn, the following phase wos defining
n space for common internction, While
the iden of creating a “hub™ had been
established from the project’s arigin, it
was lully developed in response to the
process and the dinlogue thot had been
lacally established.

The hab was imitially defined as
a spage. but ot pecessarily a physical
one. Although eveninallv eatablished
at $32 Jackson Street, s hub could
have been altermati vely defined as
purely mental space, as & common goal
1o pursue. However, considering the
apparent availobility of vacant land.
il seemed particalarly imtereshng to
build a project arcund the apporiunny
af wmporanly cecupying a Lot o bald
a spacy For segial interaction. Having a
spaee in the area made vs stakeholders
and entitled ws o have an opinion and
care for the IIl."ig|||'l-=:-|’|"|l.'ll.‘ld |5l.‘i1'|3. direc
participants in the life of the block
gave us the right 10 care for it and an
understandoble purpose lor our imtorest
im improving the local livelthood.
Moreover, while our conversahons with
lascals swere proviously atmed at spocific
imterviewess, having a space allowesd
us o open up the conyversaton with
neighbora, such as the one who offered
i plug us inte the electric grid illegally,
of the people who were aecidentally
passing by

Importantly, having a small patch
of ground opemned up the possibility
af defining a common praject. [n o
naighborhaad thot suiters o greol
deficiency of public space, this small
plot became a sort of “relational deyvige”™
that allowed ws o start investigating
what thaaild oF conld ke dome with
available space. Opening up a space
for exchange ond collaboration with
local residents and stakeholders made
it clear hovw rare this opportanity is in
a neighborhood where most resources

are focused on achieving basic means
of aurvival. The Girst Plaverousd for
Lispld Knowledee was inftended to he
o protetye, 85 6 space where evervons
caottld exchange ideas and strategies
for improving the neighborhood .

Even beyond that, the iden was 1
create o proactive grassreaets cell
where paric pants could dnravel the
challenges thar the Seuth Seven is
facimge and put forward progects created
with lecal skills, compeiences, and
passions,

The noticn of the “plavground”™
became key for encouraging ploviulness
and Treedom in the interactions that
we wanted to establish. We do not
have solutions for this neighbarhood.
amd we are genuinely convinced that
thi omly way for o neighborbood Like
this 1o combat the francial forces thal
want 1o maximize profin while evicting
local residents is 1o develop logal,
endogenous neighborhood improvement
strategies generated from local skills,
This i= where the concept of “uselul
knowledge”™ becomes relevant, Char sim
hins been Lo generale o spooe lor social
internction where different stukeholders
in the South Seven con convene o
assess the intellectual and physical
résourses avallable to tmprove this area.
O these resources are surveyed, the
nexl atep is to start looking at a series
of amall graseroods interveniions fhai

el ereate the conditions for the
neighbaerhood 1o improve frem within,
Our long=term proposal is, therelfore, ia
exlablish & series of Plaveropnds

[ Ulseled Kposleodge scross the South
Heven, a5 an artisiic project that can
begome public policy and planning.

Ovir the courss of our
risidency, the Plavground fer ol
Soowledge al 632 Jackson Streel
begame & preferential research apace
that bosted commities mestings,
worksheps, and reereational activities,
While there, we progressively came
to hetter understond what sart of
useliul knowledge was available and
the feurs ond preccoupations al our
neighbars, and 1t became also evident
how tragmented the secial and polibical
testure of the South Seven 15 Inoan
arca of Philadelphia that has hosted a
parginal population and neweomers for
over a century, the eommon calivre is
the development of small homogeneons
civie groups thot generally do nod
collaborate and are hardly aware of
one andsther™s work. In this context,
the hub soon bocame on impartial
space. Maore thon once, directors of

local neighboring civic nssecinlions
mat for the Grest time during one of sur
cammilles mestings, As an example

of this neutraliny, the hub i Jockson
Birest has also beew chosen for a
meeting organized by the Seventh Sireet
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Community Civie Association wilh the
block captain, bMs. Bonnie Lucas, the
Police Depariment, and residents 1o
remave the red Mag that has been an the
block for the past ten years since acts of
violende erapted durmg o block party.
During this mesting, signatares of the
residents were collected and dhe red flag
was [inally removed

6.2 BUILDING
LOCAL TRUST

Fieldwark research has heen
an essential tool For Cohabitation
Strategies to deline the local nssets

of imbalives, prachces., and ::lgl.'w'.:i us,
o assemble nareati ves aboor the

mast relevant neighborhood issoes;
and 1o start bailding & network of
arganizatiens and inhobitants active
i the South Seven. This phase, which
took plags frem Movember to June and
comtinaes 1o this dav, hos allowed us
1o map and contaet a large nember of
assaoiniions, initatives. and individuals
that reprosent the area’s wide range
of cultural communities. To establish
a fraitful conversation and siart o

el laboration, it was fundamenial

to develop reciprocal frust and an
mderstanding of how CohSira’s role
it com plement and catalyze local
needs and precccapations, Regularity
and persistence has proven o be an
essential mgredient in keeping the
con varsation alive.

Attaining trust is a long and

at times arduows process, Developing
a proposal for o participatory
project like Plavgen Ca £ 1)

“peekladog allowed as o
start reinforcing & con versation
that progressively led 108 deeper
understanding of the participants’
imlentions. inlerosts, and modes of
aperatien, As part of the project, we
devised different Kinds of engagement
We scheduled regular meetings ot
the hub on Jackson Street. and in
particular we gstablished three public
appointments that we delined as
Actions, The Actiens were intended 1o
create momentum and progressively
lend to spreading the project’s
findiggs 1o o wider audiense. Also, wa
entablished what we called “comimities
meetings” during Action 1, gathering
a care group of spentaneaus and
al temes emearging lenders whao
demanstralad o desire to buald a
beter agnse of community and o

fage together some of the mam 1ssues
trombling the area through a collective
efTort fsee Figure §.2.0)

These “commiltes mestings™
have led to exchanging views, bocomung
more aware of other culiural groups’
perceptions, and affirming o new public
avenreness ahoat: (10 divisions and
Irctiens in the community and the lack
ol social cohesion: (2] the wide rangs
af capabilities, skills, and knowledgs
within the community, vet also its lack
ol spaces Tor sharing; (3] the need
1o overcome ditferences ond build o
comman horizon: (41 consciousmass of
the relations between larger svatenatic
issnes and local effects; and (3) the
cmergence of new leaders,

A ol today, the core group
that formed areund the Flavground
who can guaraniee the project’s fadare
development and the continuity of
Restored Spaces Initiative with MAP
16 the area 14 made up of the following

peopls

Breeke Allen Friends of Mifflin
Yguare: Bruce Haldwin/Seventh Street
Communily Civie Asseciabion, Karsa
Barlow Bethanna Community Llmbrella
Agenoy, Wei Chen/Asian Americons
Upited; Sckmala Chy/Cambodian
Association of Greater Philadelphia:
Ladra Dentch/artist Andrea b Mola
Ulnited Communities Soutleas
Philadelphia and Southeast Philadelphina
Collaborati ve, Teresa Engst/Asian
Americans United; Anthony Fasano
Lower Movamensing Civie Associalion,
Linda Fernandez/Amber Art: Adam
Forbes P& Migrant Education; Dayvid
and Lisa Grainge/Snyvder Avenue
Congregational Church: Sovanmary
Heag Frieadly Market, Amy Jones
SEAMAAC, Leels Kuikel Bhutamese
Community Organization; Adina
Licherman/Puentes de Snlud; Bonnie
Lucas/Block Captain Jackson Street:
Mora Mazapantli/Puentes do Salud: Bath
MeCaonnell ' Philadzlphia Association of
Community Development Corporations;
Thoai Nguven'SEAMAAC; Carles
Pascual Sunchex'Faentes de Salud and
Flevsher Art Memaonal: Micole Pram
P& Bigrand Education; Eddy Sacksith
Conmbasdian Association of Greater
Philadelphia; Tedd Schwarta Lower
Movamensing Civie Association: Shira
Walmski Southeast by Southenst:
Rebecea Wanmer Friends of Mifllin
Square

6.3 IN SEARCH OF LAND

The search lor land Tor the

began in mid-Mareh, We started
investigating land ownership in the
area af South Philadelphia that has
th greales] conceniralion of vacant
lamd, and we envisioned different ways
o aequirs public as well as privais
lapd permanently or tempararily. The
viable avenues we identified were the
Followung: | 13 lease agrecments with
the Philadelphia Land Bank; (2} lease
agreements with privaie landowners
(&) conlitions with current community
gardens: and {4} agreements for

Lémm psbrary illi.il.'ll]lu.l.il.ﬂl with local fon-
profit arganizatisns and aeighbors,

Adter cenducting research on
lamd cwnership in one of the areas
with the greatest number of vacant
lote, we realized that there was a
significant amoiani of pullic land with
the potential to accommodnte a number
of E].]Er. reracds for |,.:|],f||:|! ,ﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂ
EETEITERE Since public land owned
by different eity entities was in the
process af Being transferred 1o and
merged into the Philadelphia Land
Hank, we reached out the executive
director af thes mitatve. He i formed
e aboit this new citv ordinance and
potential ways o obtaii fem porary
leases on pablic land, He stated that
specilic activities beneliting community
members had to be specified in the
lease agreements, and mast iimnportantly,
a cominitied group of peopls lad
ter take responsibility for the land s
maintenance and use. These renewable
agrecments, which usually last from twa
to five yvears, have taken place for vears,
gapecially in neglected areas where
publie investment is rare, However,
we found these agreements were goang
ton b hald wntil the sompletion of the
agengy s formation and organization
Agresments wonld be offersd
afterwards fellowing the gonls of the
agenoy’s recently approved stralegic
plan. which are quite Favorable for the
objectives of this preject

Transferring public properties
to imdividuals, grassroots groups. and
commuiniiyv-based orgamzalions for
apecilie purposes i nol inusaal, A
nuinber of sweat equity and fenant-
based public pregrams have facilitated
the revitalization al city-owned
vacanl |.'|rl.lF".'r|:il.""| m recenl decades.




However, ¢ty allimals have bedn
careful to hand over thess properties to
responsible enfities, For the purposes of
this project, we realized that acquiring
pablic land would be feasible in

the short-term futare (Tollowimg the
Fliladelphia Land Bank seope and
goals), though we ncknowledged that
we were enrly in the pracess of forming
a sirong base to lake care of the land.
Soom aller, olher oplions were souzhl
and we were able to lease temporarily
two ndjacent vacant and neglected lods
located at 632634 Jackson Street and
awned by an Asian family living in
South Pluladelphia, Shan Hersh was
Iq,l::. i |||:-I;|||'|||Ik_' aivd ||:I«.|-c:-|’|||l¢ ||||; |-c:-|~.

The lots were coverad with
debris. vel a large tree at the back
provided shade lor most of the dav.
[hanks to the arganization and efors
ol the Restored Spaces Initiative, the
iwa vacant lots were oleaned, leveled,
and apened to the pablic shartly alter
the lease agreamant was signed (582
Figure 6 3,57 Scom Quitel and Bachel
Giriffith of the Land Health Institute, &
mempralit dedicated to environmental
education, ecelegical design. and
rescarch, saw treasure i the debris, Lad
by Shari Hersh and Margaret Kearney
ol Restored Spaces, reentry workers
fram Kural Ars™ Youth Yiolence
Reduction Parimership {Y'VEP) program
sorted out what would later bocoms
amall meandering walls and gardens
Adbver leveling the termain and covering
the dirt groeund of the lods with smooth
river stone, o transtormesd shippimg
contamer previously used m another
Bluiral Arns propeLl Was |'||'||I,|F|II 1o the
site and colored with white and red
siripes, following the graphic identity
designed by Heidi Chisholm and painted
by Bearmey. neghbar and lecal artst
Souipva Dhulekar, and the YVEP aver
the course of a week. The contniner,
which was designed by Ahn-Robinsan
Studies, broaght with 11 tront and back
porches as well as sealing and penn
fables for aver 33 peopla. [t inrmed
the site into on outpost (See fguwe
62,20 Soon after, Restored Spaces
and the Land Henlth Institute began
a sernes ol commumty workshops o
teach neighbors from Jackson Siree
and adjncent hlocks about their local
cealogy and how o select urban debris
fram the site and rease 11 i urbam
landscaping (sae fgura §.3 3)

The transiormation ol the sale
LASHE ||||Ii|_:|,'.;\-||'|||,' LK} |,:|.|,'|':|.|||||,: _-.I_'\-| EIRTRI]
ns the gates were apened, ohildren,
ndulis, and the elderly laoked at the

site when possing by, and the less shy
takl quesiions and even pariic pated
during the ¢lesning dav. During the
resteration of the neglecied lais ond
the first interactions hetween the
Fostored Spaces Inthinfive’s stoff,
Cohabitaton Strategies” eam mombaers,
and residenta, neighboers stared 1alking
nbicuat the bwo houses that used {0 be
there, which were torn down by the ity
due to neglect and safely 1ssues. Thew
alser talked abaul corrent drug activilaes
taking place at the back entrance of
our site on Tree Sireet and shootings
thot used to he & regolar soundtrack of
the nrea before the tum of the century.
Most importantly, thay expressed how
|'|||||,||,1 I|I|_::|. were o have I'Ill'\-\.lll':l.'l ilposg
nctivities away, and showed interest

in the project’s ambitions, especially

in bringing community groups closer.
P Block captamn, Bonme Lucas, bas
been a key source for learming about
the social and urboan transformations o
Incksen Street between South Tih and
fith Strects

SHARING KNOWLEDGE

Asopart ol the stariup of the
Iackeon Strect b, Acoiion o Sharimg
HArpwledes became the real activation
of the relations thai hod been baili over

the previous months, particularly during
thi réesgarch phase. Om June 25, 2015,
Action | gathered mors than a dozen
COM MERITY OIEARIEers, represenialives
af civic organization s, and artists
The intention was o organiee a hirst
meeling with experts and commumiy
leaders who could |'||||F|-;,:'\-|xi'.|,:|'l. wirk
collabaratively in small groups and
become part of the Maversund for
weld Apowledgs crealive process. [n
grelier 1o gl prople o woerk Topether
achis |,:|:.._ thee Firsi |.,|I;||||.'|'|J_g-q,: WHA |-::-|'||'i|'|]_g
together crganizations that histoerically
hind not collabarated and that aften saw
other arganizations as compelibers for
the same ressunces (5ee figure 5.4,5)

The kev entry point for spurring
exchange was requesiing perceplions
mterprelations, and foerms of knowledge
al e area, We had alneady met all the
invitees dia il'”_g or dnitial research,
and we knew whai they saw as the
mast crucial issues affecting the South
Seven. To break the sce, Phuladel phia
Theatre ol the Cppressed (1O Flnllyy

"Uhen your block

maybe feel like

i g nle 'F

“Deiate Frowm gatering with
LOIUTHIET A8 remisns

P LEET g A8

shipplog container adapted for fhe firse

PFlayground Teg Uaeful Enowladps

HONTEM (eFl: 65,53

Lafd Realih fnefitofe pdiog =ffe's
Jgabris for tha restorabian of e S
Plavgreaund Toe Udefin]l Enowledpa

SO EIGHT: 6.5
Sraghiog the fge g [he baginaing
af Ackian 7
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TOF (FFT &4.7
Titrage Thaatva af defiomg J

TOF RIGHT: 54,3

The tras srarcida guing Action [
BTN TN T & 4.4

The Sovial Cov e gt dctian [

opened Action | with an interactive
thepter workshop. per [ Mg slernes
drawn from moenths of community
resenrch through Image Thenter

f2ee fgure §.4.2) Image is the lirs)
axpression im Augusie Boal's Theotre
al The Dppressed. comsistimg ol physical
repressnLatyoi I|I|||I,| :.‘-'h I|I|_: ERPTEI3100
of the body, Participants explored
issues of appressien through nonverbal
expression and using their own and
other porticipants” bodies to form static
physical images depicting Feelings,
1a0E, OF recurming saluatiens that
conneet Them o thewr neighborbood
|":|I'lil.:l|'luu|- were invited 1o LTl
these images, opening up conversnlions
about vital neighborhood issues. The
wark of Margan Andrews and his toam
ol acters from Tk Fhilly bos been an
sssenhial component ol the project. L
allowed visnalizalon of issees that are
apparent to all community leadsrs bui
that are eften complex 10 express in
their implicntions. While Image Theater
immedintely added o very impartant
companent of groop work, 11 el
browght ludie and plavinl connatanons
Ty Misteon |,

Another important sspect of
Aetion | was the request 1o viswalize all
the concemns, aspirations, challenges
and goals that the group perceived as
arucial for the commumity. In order
e dov g, we drew o large tree, and
alter the Imags Theater, the group was
asked 1o deling kevwords suminanizing
their eongeption of the aren. The tres
as designed by Heidi Chishalm for
the identity of the praject, hod three
brunches, each representing nn orea of
goncern: social, spatial, and cconemic
(see Ffigure 8.4.3L The branches
wirg guickly erowded with Keywords
-\.\,:II,'.ﬂ| i |-q_:|,'||-q,:x|,:|'|'|||'|¥ I:|I|,: Fl-c:-ul'\-.'\- 1'q,::||"-
warries, and aspirations, Words sach as
orime, genirification, and segregnfion
neighbored their counterpars: sense of
belonging. endegenous development.,
spaces [or encounler.

Tor end the action, the group was
divided inte three commitiees, fogusing
an economic, spatinl, ond social issues
The tepics are obviously imterrelated.
but the ambition was to loak at each
muord spgcibically 1o Tacihiare m-dopth
gonversalions. | he Egonomy Commitises
Jiwllxxl,:.,l POWET RITheTires :||'|-J oy Lo




JOF [EET: B b
The Feamamy Commrities s dction [

create mare cqual epperiinities (see
Figore 6.4.5) The Space Commilbee

Focused tis nftention on how to oddress

the aren’s lack of spaces For cultural

exchangs, mostly needed 1o counteract

aogial frictions, The Secial Committes
talked nbout how 1o break through
cultural barmers and create o fecling of
communily and sense of belonging fses
figure 6.4.4) During each conversation,
partici pants expressed their concerns,
and their words were visualized in

an impramplu dingram drawe on a

paper. Thess separale mestings ook

the conversation o a greater level of
detail. At the end of this process, the
main issues identified and thoroughlsy
dizcussed by the commilles members
vosre samned up in a list of major

challenges faced by the South Seven:

» lack of opportenities: scarcity of
canditians for the emergence of new
businesses;

« lack of commuenication dmang
communities: the existence of
cultural barriers and need for peblic
SpacE;

+ lack of sense of ownership: social
Insecurity and litter 1n the strests;

« lack of respurces; disinvestment in
terms of facilities and services:

« lack of power: woling abstention
and disempowerment related to the
nelghborkood s future development;

« lack of identity: sufferimg from
being disregarded as a cammunity,
from the stigma of poverty and
craminality

Acticn J. Sterine Knewfedse had
the ultimate goal of building the right
environment tor community leaders
o l."vn:-llungl.' understandings of their
msighborhosd, Onee this exchange was
eatablished, the next objective was 1o
make the commitiees active participants
in delining the possible potentials of
this plavground. Part of this process
was wentifving availabla communry
capasitics and resoirees to baild this
space as well as defining o com mon
vizsian for the prionties. The commitlees
vopre asked to hold regular meetings o
comtinug the work of defining the forms
af usefal knowledge they could identily
in their networks. After looking at the
challenges the South Seven was tacing
andl dc-ll."r||||||||||_1 il rgsoirces. Tha nexl
alep has been o work an the coneeption
of strategies and common actions
that can nddress these issues. This
entire process olse bod the ambition
af warking progressvely in carcles
that ripple outward. Each community
leader could identify collaborators or
friends who could be progressively
mvalved as they thought they could
|:|1'i|||_: impsriand caonlributions and new

wvivices fa the praject. In this way, the
progressive work of the Commitiees
bleetings had the intention 1o prck

up moimentom, strengih, and the
involvement of citizens in shaping their
own neighbarhoond,

6.5 ACTION 2:

A SPACE FOR URBAN
REAPPROPRIATION AND
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The discussian thot took place
in Action | was followed by two
Commuaies Mestmgs on July $h ami
Iesely at the bl at 632 Jacksen Strest,
Afier this Nrst event, a rensonable
elfort was made to keep the group
together and to motivate community
mcmbers Lo paricipate i the next
Pwo meetings, a3 o cohesive groap
wns niot vet estnblished, In order to
trast each other, to agres on idess
and to achieve o clear formuolation
of common intents, we needed 1o
go througl a eollective process of
creation, which implies con froniation
nrd of times dispate, Over time the
polentinls of these group endeavors
started to emerge, and participants
Began 1o express excitement ag they
saw new ideas, larger involvement,
and possible collahorations develop
thromgh group discussions. Dunng
the Commites Mestings on July 9h,
the growp imagined possible scenarios
and thought of sirnlegies o overcome
current peighhorhood deficiencies and
dystunctions, such ns:
= celebrating and sharing lacal skills,
competencies, and knowladge,

= ri-appropriation af callective spaces
in arder to break divisicns;

= building a sense af community and
g collective melghborhood asset;

= manifestation of 3 sense of
belanging im erder 1o improve Che
fuality af the reighbarhacd and Lo
take care of it;

= bringing out unlgueness nstead of
division by capitalizing on local
respurces,;

= Breaking out walls generated by
cegregation and stigma through
local pride and a sense of
ownarship:

= speaking up and taking action as
a commimnity in arder ta ignite
change.

This was o major step forward
o prepare wa for the next Commitiee

Meeting on Julv 1th, We apderstond
thot to consolidate our collaboration
wi nesded to ga beyond collsctive
agknowledgement of problematic
conditions and visions alones, At this
plinse of the process, it was imporiant
to translate the strategies into concrete
actioms that would characterize Aclion
3 Owr shared purpess thus allowed
three dominant proposals 1o emerge:
(13 mmight markst in Bifflin Square
to lest new forms of economies

amal the possibilities of endogenons
development. (2] a Trosh Academy

tn develap farms of awareness nnd
sell=grganization for the nrea’s shared
spoces: {3) a street parade thot coald
mani sl the fears, hopes, and prodests
of the neighbarhesd, The night marken
was intended o become a larger event
thot wounld simultanegsusly kelp local
shodow gconomies emerge ot o public
event and also be a showease of the
neighborheod s wselul knowledge,

Dharing the Committee Mesting
on July 16th, the group expressed such
a cloar urgency to deal wath baftlm
Square Park that the project’s entire
focus shifted to crenting & night market
in thiz location, Mifflin Square seemed
the ideal space Tor o collective projec
for the naghborhood. The park 1s
a green public plazs potremized for
leisare, sports, familv gatherings, and
informal cosking, but alse for illegal
nctivities such ns illegol vending,
drnking. gambhng, and drug dealing.
Widespread negative percepiions
af the park and its prevalent use by
the Cambodian community made it
undemiably importont for all citizens 1o
régain 1s shared ownership and 10 wm
the park inio a sale apoge

The committee memhbers and
Coh&tra presented three proposals to
a larger andioncs duning deiion & A
Space for Ul Beappropriacion
which took place on July 18ih. This
gathering nimed to disseminnte and
glaborte on the proposals as well
as o slarl planmag forms of urban
appropriation thiowgh experimental
projects. The event started with a
Forum Theatre session by T.00. Philly,
which—unlike actvities in Action |
comsated of performing scenes inspired
by real sitvations (see fguwre 6511
The andience was encouraged o give
feedback, 1o come on stage, and literally
to acl out the chonge. This intervention
had a cathartic impact on the audiencs

“Image Theatre can help
in a commen dpace, to
preacepliond of thein
world, power dactured,
and cpipressionds,

“Tucle &y LM, Bogad

Bogad, LM "Socmal moverents,
tempastratione, and dial il gailanmascs.”
Cahm=-Cr Ten pnd Mardy Srhulbrmps 4 fipa)
Cosmaving Faplogues an Hearne
s P FONE: Bl edge




maém bers, who were called on e
experignes the challenges of achieving
improvements and were empowerned

1o brenk the cvele of oppressive
conditions. One of the scenarios
presented by 100 Plully was about

the everwhelming street litter, which
wis the subject of severn]l commitice
discussiens fsee figure §.5.7) Mony
parficipants engnged 1m re-enaching the
scenes, brimging 1o the gronp’s atlenivon
different approaches 1o improve the
sitaation {see figuwe §.5.3 and 8.5.4)
The discussion around litter unfolded
beyomd expectations as it revealed

med only & hygienie problem. bt also
birought wp guestions related to dilfferend
cultural concepiions and the Inok of
pahlic investment and maintenanee

in the orea. It tonched on the diverse
cultural habits i South Philly. the lack
ol & sense of |'||.'|-c:-|'|¥||'|¥ that resulis

in indifference, and at last the stigma
marking the neighborheod and the local
government’s corelessness see figure
550

The outenmes of this sessian
which encouraged the atlendees 1o take
an active and tropsformative rale in
the meighbarhood, led us to the second
phase of the event, which consiated of
the presentation of the ideas produced
in previous Commitiee Meetings. For
this oceasion. CohStra fabricated o
dietmled Z0-Toot-wide map of Milthn
Square, w high was laid down on
the Moor, The comtentious space of
KiEim Square served as & commaon
ground lor discussion. All the ideas
rilated vo the might market, the Trash
Academy, the strest parade, and inany
ather praposals were symbalized by
cardhoard signs assembled on tap of
the map fs8e figars §.5.6] The entire
group played and conversed for several
howrs, imagining possible developments
and podentials for Action 3, The signs
were rearranged on the map, regroaped,
and in some coses discarded in order
Ninally to develop o coherent dea Dor
H| |'\-|’||j|,:|.,| :_||'||'|||||.|.'J :||'|-J ~.I,||,'||_'||||1|;|,| vy
a large group of community members
The interactive discussion/'game around
the map of Mitthin Square was so

smceesslul in visualizing the potential of

varions projects that several comimunin
members asked us fo stan working on
larger maps of the entite neighboarhoaesd
(zee fgure §.5.7)

[ last Committes Mesting on
Julv 23rd served to reconsider ideas

: '%J#JHJHIL-...

in terms of the time and resources
available, 'With this new shalt, the
progest [aced sevaral msurmountable
challenges. The frst one was
ohvicusly the ambition 1o create an
expanmentnl project in sach a shoert
tima That had been concaved lor a
smiall courtvard bul now envisioned
takimg over a very lorge public park!
This jump in scale would have serious
consequences in terms of CohStra and
Maral Aris” capacity o coordimate and
procducs tha event. Farthermorg, the
night market made us subject 1o an
exiremely complex legnl condifion, as
ohinming permission for such o lorge
manifestation m under two months
sogmied monviable, Aller o thomough
comaideration, CohSira, Mural Aris,
nnd several af our pariners resched the
conclusion thot it was counterproduciive
Loy arrgmimned such an event without the
Lme and resources o suceoed. Allor
numerous exchanges, we jettisoned the
night market and decided to transform
the event imta o festival focused om
cultural exchange and Enowledze
sharme. Tha olormate goal, howesyar,
waa still 1o achieve political unity and
0 eamaan endenvor that would allow

thie neaghbarhosd for ance to hove a
common voree, The streel parade was
drappaed, but the Trash Academy Lound
HA0iRE -q,:|||||||xi.;u|'\1l:||,' ||,'.;h||.||,:|"\. :J|||,| |'||||||'|'|.-q,:| &
who expressed the intention 1o work
together with MAF on o long-term
basis, and 11 began megimgs shortly
therealter through workshops at the hub
on Jacksom Sirees

6.6 ACTION 3:
MIFFLIN SQUARE
ALLIANCE FESTIVAL

Adver the last commillee
maeehing on July Z3rd, the anlire 1eam
ealered a vory produchye aporative
|,'||'|;|'-|; .'ILI'III |-,||'|Jg l,'l-c:-hl;l:- i |'||'| [SEERT) R}
Lucia Bapnromdan, CohStra curated
the event. while $han Hersh and the
Rostonsd Spacas Wwam argamzed and
managed every aspcl ol produsiion
:||'|.|,| (Al HISLE] i, |||'|'|||Ii|||,:|.; |'|||,:|'|||:-q,:| &
and other pariners provided specific
comtribubions, idens, and support. Each
arganiEahon and mdividoal myolvied
wins gsked 0 contrnibute, and wi had
several conversations 1o defline the mosi
effective way o vweice the programs

TOE LEFT & 5.0
The Tiheafrg Fpeym abpier Jifker durling
Ackran 2

MIDOYE (EFT &5 5.0
giack captain Someie Lucas reaching to
fha seegaria giring dcfion 2

BITTON LEFT: 6.5 F
Elack captalw, Saonde {licas acting oot 104
changes to tAe scenaris dursng dcbian 2

ArY, (LI KMISE

[

Anothar participant coming on sfage
ceving Action 2

6.5 5

Fi. Al drawing canclusioms after
detfan &' Theglre forum sessian,

8,56

The man af M1fflrn Sooere from Sction 2
,i E

flaying with signs or the map

dering dction 2
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and aspirations of each participani.
Considering the short time frame,

the ambition was to reveal the hest
wepression of the aotivities prosent in
the South Seven, The Destival was the
result of an alliance of organizations
and individuals—our porimers—wlio
chose Mifflin Sguare both as a concreds
passihility tor the re-appropriation of a
shared space and as a symbohie gesiire
of the reamion of diverse cultures aid
forms of kmowledge, The event was
called Moliin Sguare Alfiance Festival
1o emphosize a colleotive imaginotive
endiayer for attaining sociol cobesion
in g neighborhood thai s traditionally
torn Bv racial divisions and in a space
kmown for being contentions,

Adl the pariners whaom wi
diveetly invalved responded by
suggesling contributions to the program
and involving their own networks in
the event. Word of the festival spread
quickly m the neighborhood, and morg
people and organizations whe hadn'i
taken port in the Committes Mestings
asked to participate. The Festival s
progrom was inibally conceived with
Fonr areas in order to provide structare

o all the idess that had emerged from
the partmers: the PowerHouse, the

Useful Knowledpge Workshops, the Kids'

Umion. and the Ficnic aren. These oreas
represenled activilies thal were already
present in our partners’ programs and
that were discussed st Action 2 on the
large map of Milllin Square

I PowerHouse bocame the
ceniral engine of the entire event and
was placed in the central cireulsr
Fontain of Mifflin Sguore {see Hgore
G640 11 fentared music and dance
poerlermances from varous culivral
gromps, a foed coniest swarding the
best eonk in Soath Phillv, and a talk
show nhowd the potential of vacant lots
im Ehe area. In a way the central spoce
was devoted to bringing wogether the
el '|'ll.-||!'l|'il.' n.‘-!".|'l|’l.‘-hil.'lr'|*~ af the pragram,
eutremely different forms of performing
ars nlongside political debotes and
group activities 5o fgars 6.6.2) Ouar
partners offered help fnding perfommers
from different background. which gave
us the possibility o show the varisy
ol cultural expression present in South

Philly [see figure 6.6.5) Performances

mcluded Adncan-American hip-hog,

Cambodian pavehedelic rock. Karen and
Cambadian dance, ond Aztec musio {00
figure 6.6.4)

Fossd 13 0 very tmporiant slemént
for & neighborhood with both large
cultarsl nssets and kigh rates of poverty
and malnutrition, Cesking carries o
community’s identity and con tnke mony
varations based on cultirl influences,
Dirimg one of our comipiiles meetings,
we nssisted inoon animoted conversation
between Thoai Mguven, the director
of SEAMAAC of Yiclnamese origins.
and the Cambodion Seyvannary Heang,
owner of the Friendly Market on
Tth Street, shout whase culture pha
kelonged o ond its different versions,
The food contest seemad b be the
st way to shed hght on lecal food
production from infermal activities,
individuals, and alse local restaurants
and food businesses, particularly those
on Tth Street. The park troditionolly
st daily anformal food sellers, and as
guch food ean be nsed both to validate
difference as well as to legitimize
ecoonomic activities that hove alwoyvs
been perceived os detrimental rather
than potentials for the developmant

of new neighborhood businesses,

The Seud Py Fogd Coptes? had o
jury com posed of three experts: twoe
board members of the Philadelphia
Food Trust, and a renowned gourmand
meinber of CohStra, The wide

spid tanesns participation in this event
shivwed how food is o strong vehicle
for exprossing ocultural volues in the
area and how i can begome a means for
cailtaral u‘iu‘|lall|:'u amd diuh‘lgl.-u.:

fiee Figare 665

It was equally impartant 1o
debate fatare development of the
area and its many vacani lods with
the presence of the main three civie
nesocintions that deal with zoning in
the orea: East Possyank Crossing Civic
Association, Lower Moyamansing
Civie Assceiation, and the Teh Street
Commuamity Civic Associntion. These
groaps had never before sat at a tahle
together, This subject. a primary
mterest of CohSira’s sines the project s
beginming due to the area's imminent
risk of gentrification, come ns o
specific request from our partners, who
saw the urgenoy of calling attention
po & crucial threat. As expedcted, the

RIahT, SIOCKMISE
6,85
e Saydh Bhilly 5 ol
af Action 4.
(-]

e pulf1e discussion abaud vacanl Jofs

in_fine FowerRowse,

X g

The deeful gnowledge Warkshaps area
af dciion 3,

6.5 8

Faga class fa the Veedfied Knowlecge
porkshans arga
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4;15-845

A Kedg the Meigh berhood
Clean with Trash A sdemy

3-3:30

2. Bow ko create A Cammuniky
Land Trust with Cohsbitation

Etrategles

3. Yogs with Ading Lieberman
from Pucntles de Salud

a. Ballin Up Schalastic & Sparts
Projwct mith Rickay Ducan
fram Ballin Wp

ERE-6

5. Map Yeur Vivion For sn [deal
Aeighbarhesd Schoopl, an
Interactive warkshop with
Euutheast Fhiladeiphia
Callaborative

A, The jay of Learaing Reading
and Writing ai a Sighty
Writer, a pragram with Oadia
Sancher fram Mighty Writers

7. Growing Resilient Families:
Children's mertal heslth
services, becaming o Taster
Family, and suppore fer
parencs, wich Beshanns
Cammunicy Umbrells Agency

conyorsalion was less attended than
ihe performances, but nevertheless i
imfradueed a larger audignes 10 the
risks al gentrifienfion and o number

ol passible strategies fo coanternct the
threats of Nnancial specalation, maes
in house values, and risk of evictions
with ¢ivie participation [sea fgure
tf.80 T Philly noted ns Master of
Ceremaenies for the PowerHouse, and
while mtraducing the next show, 1
promoted the varions ather evenis tha
were simultaneously happening in ather
parts of the park.

The Useful Knowledzes
Workslops aoffercd an array of short,
infermal seminars led by local civic
arganizatiens and individuals eager o
share their knowledge ond exportise and
to present therr program of activilics
and serviees (see figpre 8.6.7 and
8.8 Thirteen short workshops were
available in the progrom. running for
Iree every half howr in frve dilterent
time slots and twouching varous
amhjecia;

H

f=f22
E. Building S1fenges

Communitie in Sauthaasi
Fhiladziphia mith SEAMARL

B Augsl Bups] Bags! Idvas far
iprize] Fighting. purging ansd
preventing bedbugs. head lice
and cockreaches with Lisa
Grainge from Snyder Avenue
Congregatisnsl Cherch

13 Mitilis Square Park: Fast &
Fresent with Ferieads of
MiMHlin Yguare Park

E-30-¢

11. kanguage Lab; Make &
poskcard and learn a word in
anather language. an ant
workshag wich Fhira Walinsiy
fram Suutheass by Seutheast

X LEarn Raw 15 isstall
weslherigation materials te
Loeep your heuie warm Ehis
windar with United
Communities Seuthoat
Fhiladalphia

13. Eligibility & Serwices with
Eamal Adhikarl Trem PR
Wigrant Education

In anether part of the park,
the Kida' Unien was conceived a8 4
platfiorm For aristic and recreationsal
activities for children [Soe figure
.59, Several orgomizotions that core
for the caltural and artistic education
af voung people contributed. Most of
South Philly's voung pepolation ¢an
afford only public schoals, which seross
Philodelphia are at nisk of closere. Ss
a gonsegquense, the budger for more
creative subjects has been drastically
reduced in recent vears. Manv local
arganizations see their mission as
exlending after-schonl and weekend
progroms and trving 1o dimimish school
droponts by offering an aliemative 1o
sireet life nnd crime 10 these voung
people {see fgure 66100 Dunng
the Festaval we olltered o compendiam
af the most relevant imitaives m
the neightorhond, such as a video
warkshop o record neighbor lead
staries with the artist Lawra [eutch: o
Color Wheel progect from Fleisher Art
Memonal, wiose aim 13 o diffuse an
to g wider public and especially to the
most deprived; sidewalk drowings and
physical activities such as an ohstacle
course, soccer gaals, balls, and hala
hoaps with Friends of Mifflin Square
Park; Face painting with Bethanna,
and & seccer tourmament with Snvder
Avenue Congregational Church {28

figure 56,01

We alen added another area of
interesl to the program, the Exhikition
aren. which come from two dilferent
argantzations and which showed one
more fime the urgent nesd 1o wse the
platform offered by the festival o
murture the dehate around urgent topics
in Flhuladelphin. Puentes de Salud and
the Cambodian Association of Greater
Fhiladelphia approached ws with the
iden to display two projects they had
bheen busy with in recent vears nnd
that by seremdipity matched i terms
af parposes. Both projests address the
question of migration, displacsinent,
cultural trawma, and the complex
identity of voung Americans of foreign
arigins barn 1n the US or abroad. 1t is
a subgect of greal interest for South
Philly"s mixed community, kot alsa
foor 0 wider sudience who can befter
understond the struggles that minorities
sultered to reach the United Sates.
The twer exhibations we displayed had
alrendy been exhibited in other venoes
within the country and ahroad. The first

ame was entitled £ L"g.'m- e Jeoe Ao

[The Children"s Jowmey ) by Puenies

de Salud, It tells the stories of Mexican
immigrant children who have crossed
thi border to coms 1o Fhiladelphia,
Ihroagh visual arl sessions, the
children ereated large-seale dioramas
illustrating their journevs ond the
distress migrobon created in their

lwes and identines. Marrating thear
sbories in aceom panving audio iracks,
the children take the listeners through
their migraticn i figeve 8602

The second exhibition 15 a long=term
progect by the Hew York City-based
artist Pete Fin in collaboration with

the Cambodian Association of Greater
Philadelphin. Sokmaln Chy, the director
of CAGP, was very generous in oflering
amel diffusing this artwork, which we
coialedin "t atford in terma of logistics and
resourees, and was on view at Preah

Huddha Rongsey Temple right next io
thi purk (coe figure &5.6.015) Every halt
hour guided tours would lead people 1o
vigit the exhibition ot dhe temple, s
Klmer explores memary and identity
in Combodian Americon communiiies
nerass the conntry. By means af
workshops with voung generations, the
project reconatiaets Tmily histories

through civil war, genocide, and refugee
resetilement. [n this Exhibition aren
we integroted fwo addittonnl projects:
the desagn concept for the proposed
schoolyard ar Taggart Elementary by
the Trust for Fublic Land and design
consuliant TENI landscape ine, and
the internctive research praject Penn
Canter for Public Health Intiatives
b the University of Pennsylvania

in parimerahip with the Fres Library
af Fhiladelphia, which nssemhbles
interviews with community members
about their health needs.

In order 10 keep unity ond
cohesion between all these different
pragrams, the Festival hod o
homogengous wdentity, which manilested
itsel§maostly threugh tao installation
elements, The varieus sections of the
Park devaded ia the PowerHouse, the
Uselul Knowledpe Workshops, the Kids®
Union, and the Fienee were identa fied
with large wooden signs that elearly
named each nrea of the park (e fguce
f.6.9] Moreowver, il seemed nocessary
to wark on a larger installation that
wonld spatially manifest the unien
of the efforts 1o build the Allianes

RIEHT, CIOCRNTSE.
.82
Mg Wit (indoir arop af ACfing 3

tinian area
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T0P BIGHT: £.6.03

e exmbifion [ am Khmesr i (e Areah

Fedoiegy Sangsey Teveode during Action 3,

MIMXE RO &0, 18
Sfuetars with Jagrerns s gsiog
fite Fowarhisugs

FOTTOM RIGHT: 6.6 IF

The final caremony dod by TO PRIfiy af
na af ALl

MIFFLIN AR

ALLI

FESTIVAL

1 &TH STREET BETWEEMN WOLF AND RITHNER f

1 SEPTEMBER 19, 2015, 4-8 P.M. i

] FAIN OATE: SEFTEWBER 20, 4-5 F i, f

Fostval and the neighborhood s diverse
cultiral fabric, We therelore decided

to build a large wooden structure

that completely embroced the central
lountain and therefore the space of the
PowerHaouse., Hundreds of Chinese,
Vietmaneeses, Cambadian, Mexican, and
Indian lanterns hung from this struciare
(epe Fieure 6.6.04) This installation,
while metaphorically expressang the
meighborhood s alliance in respest Tor
all ita differences, also allowed creation
ol & more intimate and enclosed space
at the cender of the park and & natural
choresgraphy tor all the shaws. The
strugturns, which was vasible from any
coaner of the park, also represented a
henutiful, strange ohject that dignified
the park and created n elearly Testive
environment. While the mstallation

was made with simple slements, 114
impressive seale provided all oo
partners & certain level of pride. At

o

the end of the gvent, T Fhally led

a fial elosing ceremony asking the
participants 19 come together in & circle
1o express what positive experiences
they would retain from the doy (see
figure 6,805 In a climate of great
jubilance, the lanterns wers gifted o the
participants, Severnl of the lanterms hod
statements taken from the comminies
meetings, such as “Gentnfication 1s
coming!”. “Where are the resources

For our eomimaminy?”, of even “Vole
abstention = disinvestment!”, thai went
bhack peacefully 1o the houses of event
pariici pants.

The entire event was marked
b an atmosphere of great excitement,
as all the participants recognized the
lestival as their cwn event. The group
elfort 1o -:lrgu.ni.-'c- an avent thal seemed
too ambitious o ke true led 10 a gensral
fecling of satisfaction and recognition

[ Bas surely beon rewarding to see

that the festival wos so well attended,
bt more impordantly, that the pesple
who convened come from all the
community’s diverse groups and that the
gemeral atmosphere made 10 natural 1o
mingle and exchangs. This suceess was
the direct conseqguence of the swnership
ouUr parknering civie organizations aak
of the Mitthn Square Allance Festaval
and therr strenuois work in mvalving
tleeir owm networks and expressing the
event’s symbolic imporiance,

The idea of organizing a large
public event 1o close a phase of
Cohabitation Strategies’ work in South
Fhilly was conceived as an apportunity
i test the collaborations that were
initiated during the Commattee Meetings
and that needed o tagible ouleome o
salidity and to be challenged. Mone
of the organizations that hove been
invielved, neither we nar MAF, could
ever have reached such a socially
and racially diverse groap of pesple
alone. Together, thowgh, we achieved
something beyvond owr individunl
limits, and more imponantly, we had
the chance ta work clasely with people
aned l.lrgu1|i..-:u11-:ln:1 with areial ql.lulilic-r:
amd potential, The festival s Favorable
outeome was apparent when several
community leaders were asking us
excitedly: This is waoenderful, but what
18 mist? Oinge gollaboration is ptiated,
things that at firat sesimed impossible
become immediatelv fensible,
[mportantly, this common awareness
and appreciation had i1s rools in shared
provcesses and unde ratanding that have
been developing during the growp
nctivities at the Jacksen Street hub
A cerain shared background emerged
among us, and seeing the local problems
togatber also unified a certain beliel
tleat comiman stiategies can beeome a
reality, The most amhbitious aim that
0 eellective process can achieve is 14
politicize 11s participants and 1o involve
them in HtuTlilu_.' 1o Foresed |.'ll.'\l'|-'|-i.|li.|1'|1\.'-'|-
unapproachakle ai the origin of the
process. Plavrropnds Sor Usefil
fppwiedee is far from reaching this
goal, vet 1t imtroduced o first indication
that new collaborations, public achons,
amd comimon stialegies can emenge Mrom
this imitinl work.
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Communlty mawmbers inderacking ot
fve pidpd af Plavgroynds fo

Usefu] Hnowledge

J. CONCLUSIONS
AND
RECOMMENDED
DIRECTIONS

[he Restored Spaces Initiative
af the City of Philadelphia Mural
Arts Program invited Cohabitation
Strutegies to develap an action research
progect with the purpose of supporting
the growih and effectivensss of
Reatored BPAGEs [0 W ark |-::-|'|J_¢-I|_:|’|I'|
in 0 neighhorhesd, and to schieve the
lollowing mam goal s:

1. Ta define a neighborhood in
Philadelphia through tharough
quantitative ard gualitative
research in which the Restored
Spaces Initiatiwe could mare
effectively sarve as a platform
for community action thraggh
art and planndng In shaping the
wrban landscape’.

2. To develop a socip-spatial
platform by integrating a
diwerse lacal base of residents,
cammunity activists, civie
assorciations, and cultwral
produecers with whom the Restored
Spaces Imitiatiwe, together with
their city and nanprofit partners,
can farm lang-term alliances

for working towards envisioning
socially just and sustainable
ways of developing the defined
nerighberboad and the livelihaods
of thase who call it home

% To create a strategic
knowledge toolkit for supperting
the Restared Spaces Initiative's
decision-making pracesses,
while offering an expanded
urderstanding af the wrban
dynamics at play in any of

the projects it decides Lo take
on in its future aperations,
whether they are in the defined
neighberhood ar in any other area
of the city

4. To pilot community-based
forms of direct engagement
and transformation through
the co-production (by the lecal
cammunity base, CahStra,
Restored Spaces, and ather

possible partners) of @ series
aof temporary prajects ar
interventions in the defined
nelghborhaad.

5. To put forward a clear set

af short-, medium-, and long-
term recammandations for Tubure
directions that can be fallowed
I:l:g' the Restarad SFEE gs Initlative
as 1t seeks a maore sustalnabls
amrd lang-term engapemeant

with the neighboerhaad and its
Inhabkitants.

Mg has been (Hlustrated
'||'||'|||I#||-c:-||| ihis TepoTl, Caoshabiiaiion
Strategies developed Mlaveraunds
for Usefind Kpowledge with these five
goneral goals i mind, beginmmgz with
witywide ethnographie work and spatial
analvsis that led to the seleetion of
an sren in South Philadelphis that we
cnll the Sonth Seven. which provides o
siromg communily bass and nocsssary
companen s lor the Restored Spaces
Initiative o achieve a suecesalul
sustainable engagement. This was
lollowed by the development of an in-
dopth sthnographne, spanal, esonomne,
and stanshcal Knowledge base of the
South Seven, which |'||,:||'||,,'\-J ColiSira
bBegin wenving & delicate new netwaork
al social relations that will loter
wom st tha knowledge plattarm ol
the Plavgroends foe el Koowledpe.
Finally, thie knowledge platform
allovwed us 10 co=produce the setions
and interventions thot were piloted ot
the Jackson Sirdel hub and m KMillhn
Sguard, which demonstrated a range of
|'|||'~|'\1||'|||,' Tinre direciions fos ||I|I:|'||,'|'||||_.l_
Restored Spaces’ sustained engagement
in the South Soven

7.1 DESIRED OUTCOMES

OF PLAYGROUNDS FOR
USEFUL KNOWLEDGE

1l |!"!'|l Farropads faa

LT .l-.llll .:|.|II|'| W i |I|'_|I acthiop-research

provject allowed us to pilet a series

ol investigations, aotions, and
mmlerveniions B sl the feasibahiy ol
a sustamable engagement m South
|-'||i|;||_1|,-||-|||:_| Consider g the pres i
five gonls ns well 6s the project s
projected agency to build copacity for
The Restorod Spaces Inthabve's [uiirg
mvedvement, Cohalilaton Stralegies

ackpow] \'Jil.:'\. the ol lowi N Calel e

1. PROVISION OF
SUSTAIMARLE MEETIMG
WORKIMNG, AND LEARNING
2PACE: TO ENGAGE
COOPERATIVE PRACTICES AMD
HOST COMMURMNITY ACTIVITIES
ACKMOWLEDGIMNG L AL
CULTURES AND WVALUES, The
transformation of twe privale vacani
lots imta o neighbarhood bub open e the
enfire community allowed us o conlbirm
e ol our imelal premnses: the argeney
of ereating neutral, commuenal, and
safe spoces where community members

trom different backgrounds and with
diverse languages con meel each other.,
work together, and learm trom ecach
||I|I|,:|’ kY |'|-;,:|.'-,|'\-|_ |'||'|||| i'lll.:'\-\._ :||'|-\,_| VidiOn .
for their district, The pilet playground
stimulated trans-generational and cross-
ethmic inferactions and conversations
that in many mstances ook place 1o
tlee first dime in this highly diverse
district fsee fgwe 7011 Additienally
the expansion of the palot plavground's
territory from private to public spaces
asgeried the meed and search for

'\.|'|;||., ] ||f CRCOUNTER '.l.|'||.'|'|,: Praclices |||"
inclasivity and selidarity can fake place
acknowledging and embracing the
diverse local cultures and values as well
as the dillerences and communahines
|:-|,:1|.l.|,,'\-;,:|| |,:|||'|'|||II,||I|I:. J_g|'|||||'|'h.

2. DEVELOPMEMT
CF USEFUL EMNOWILERGE
COMMITTEES TO DREAW
oM THE DIVERSE SKILLS
EAPERIEMCE., AND IMSIGHT: QF
LOCAl RESIDENTS AND CIVIC
ORGANIZATIONS INYOLVED TN
THE PEOIECT, The development of
comimittess com poasd of a diverss
cahort aof community memhbers and

individuals engnged im diflerent locnl
grassrools groups and communily
srgamizahons confirmed the willingress
of residents and community leaders to
share and exchange their own and their
communities’ knowledge and expertise
tor the benelit ol the community

as a whole fsee fgure 7020 Thise
|,:|||'|'|||Ii||-;_:|,:'\-| |.l.|'|||,:|'| |'|||,:|_|'\-||,:-,| Ol '\-||,'|;|I:|;||
eopnomic, and social aspects, were

the leading vorce of each experimen Lal
netion., workshop, and discussion, ns well
a4 the drrvinge Lores ol 1he meepiuom of
the envisiomed disrici-hased know ||;th|;

platform, which was showensed at the
1 y

feshval became the live manifestation of
the progect’s envisioned assemblage ol
il wiefiall I-.|'||||.l.||.'-,|¥|.'
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3 STIMULATING THE
FRODUCTION OF URBAN
IMNTERWENTIONS TO PROVIDE
SPACE FOR THE KNOWLEDGE
PLATFORM AND TO GENMERATE
SOCIAL AND SPATIAL
TRAMSFORMATICHMS, The feasibuality
of urban interventions scross the disiricn
was lested by using private and public
spaces for experimental actions. The
lirst bwo parficipatory evenls were
planned to take place in twa neglestesd
private lots that were leased, restored,
and pat in service for neighboers and
communily memhbers. The impact at
the block level and eventually bevond
was shyious from the day the gate
doors opensd and cleaning began
MWeighbors got curiows, asked question s,
approached the site. and eventually
became part of the praoject: children.
adults, and the elderly, Cwners of
vacant lods in the community began
asking questions aboatd transfarming
their sites inte plavgrounds. Families
and community members engaged i
public edugation m oné way or another
atarfed envisioning plavereunds in
neglected sehoolyvards and anderutilized
parks. Non-prodit arganizations began
acknowledging the need 1o break
dovwn spatial and langonage barmers
by building community spaces. &
small urban intervention opened the
passibility of using Mittlin Square, a
pablic space averlooked by the ity
bl preciows to resadents, o undermake
the last and most partici patory astion,
KiElim Square became an inclusive
and umifying site for the MiiTin

y ] ance Festival [sea fgre
A0 3L Thas pragest corraborated the
appresiation and willingness from
community stakeholders ia restore and

take cwnership of anderutilized, vocami.
ar underfunded private and public
apaces 1o salisly colloctive demands
and imterests, The community needs are
many, but s are the spaces availoble 1o
house transiormalive programs.

4 TURNING VACANT
AND ABANDOMNED LOTS INTO
PLAYGROUNDS FOR USEELL
ENOWLEDGE The mnitial plom Ear this
pilot project was to use aaderutilized
and vagant lads for the development of
playgrovinds, The pilot playgrosnd was
selected and nocessed by the project’s
team. while subsequent playgrounds
wauld be chosen by commuanity
mem bers imvalved m the knowledge
platforn. The temporary acquisitien of

sites For the playgrownd was possible
in & relatively shor periad, [n the case
of the first playground, i1 was throagh
0 lease agreement, while in the case of
the LT pace Festival, ik
wis through an applicaton permit for
iee of recfeation Tacilities submitied o
the Philadelphin Farks and Hecreation
[Repartment, In bath instances, this was
tensible at such a rapid pace thanks to
Shar Hersh and the Philadelphia Mural
Arta’ exesptional elfors and eloss
relations with city depariments

Despite the shifl, which led
s mol lo pursid vacant land for the
last intervention, we investigated and
mensured the permanent oooupation
of public vacant land for future
plavgrounds using public instruments.
Fis propect coaeaded with the inception
af ain unprecedentad city agensy, the
Fhilndelphin Land Bank. Meeting
with the agency’s executive director
and stadving it strategic plan and
goals corraborated that temporary and
perntanent aegess 1o public land is
feasible in the South Seven, According
ter the Philadelphin Land Bonk (240153,
the agency mims to promate indevidaal
developmen oppertunities for neglectsd
public lots, then transfer thess los 1o
ndjacent homeowners for use as a side
vard, as well as o preserve existing
gardens that have commumity sapport
and a track record of mamienanes.
Aadditionally, the agency aimes 1o
maximize oppertunitics for parimershi ps
in greening in order to improve and
repurpese vocunt land and o dentfy,
acquirg, and /or dispose of vacant land
where there i demonatrated aeed Fo
mare or improved space. Finally, it
seeks b pravide means for public
engngement in decision-making. Ths
public mstriment can be Key for this
project’s continuation, sikee ooEm iy
members have a sov in the programing
and nse of public land. The Hestered
Spaces [nibative has the opparmanity 1o
parimer wilh ths new agency and support
gamminity menbers together with the
nasistance of ROCks serving their area
We are certain that the development of
cammunily programs ber a number of
public vasant lots will be more feasibls
if partinership with the Land Bank is
pursued parallel to dhe active integration
of the many sctors whoe were part of the

.I'_".I:i.l.l'.l.:l.‘f.'.l.liﬂi knowledge platform m the

management and care of the lots,




DIRECTIONS

Strengthening the relatonships
Formed during the action-research
project and building up new allisnces
are fundamentnl to keep the olready-
formed knowledge plotform alive
and 1o ereate new Playgere 2

Leeful Kpowledpe, Perhaps there ane
ma specific sites vet for the ereation
ol a new plavgronnd. but there 15 &
vibrant coborl of mdividuals, ivie
groups, and nonprofits willmg 1o
share their knowledge and expenise
for the benefit of the Soath Seven
This praject proved thot commuaniy
mambers are inlerzaled and willing o
collaborate and o break down walls
that have kept them isolated, Thus,
for the Restored Spaces [nitintive 1o
colnlyze social chonge across difterent
communily groups and enact spatial
iranafenmations across the South Seven,
it is fundamental to cantinee dialog
with residents, local grassroois groups,
man-profit organizations. and Registeored
Communily Orgamizations. This can
b dome through & samber of amall-,
medium=, and large-scale prajects
across the distrial, fargefing sites of
apportunity.

[here is a peed o paide
community members through site-
speciiic projects and the search for and

acquisttion of sites for new Plavgreunds

o Dlsafipl! Kpofedge. Dunng the

agtion-reasarch, community membsrs

acknowledged the need for collective
apages Tor recreation. exchanging
knowledge, and building relations
across community groaps. They showed
particular imnterest in romslerming and
improving vacant land, pedostrian
corfidors, neglected public school
vards that are locked after sehonl
hoars, informal markets, and pablic
spaces anderfunded and overlooked

by the city. Thess transformation s

can e potential projects for the
Restored Spaces Frogram. These
projects can be nchigved by bailding
sirmfegic parimarships with community
stakeholders engagesd 1o the knowledge
platform, RCOs, and ciry agencies and
bv using pablic instrumenis such as the
Philadelphia Land Bonk and the South
Dhstrict Plan.

Acquiring a lomg-term and
sustained stream of funds o develap
projects with three- to five-year
commitments 15 aond of the biggest
challemges that the Restored Spaces
Initiative faces, Engaged sustainabilin
cannot ensue when the commaen funding
siream Eocuses 1ls resources on the
production of an end-project after
which the resources disappenrn, whether
it is @ inaral o a landseaping project,
This was the most sounding critique of
melghbars and assocations when they
rifer o the work of Fhiladelpbia Buoral
Avts, elaiming that though there was a
clear commitmant 1@ maintaining the
integrity and display of the art produocts,
the commitment to maintaming the
social relanons and dynamies generated
duaring the preduction of the ar works
was unelear, Since the very heginnings
af this praject, Cohabitation Strategies
emphasized thot Playgrounds for
Llepfanf Bnowiedge would focus on the
development of social processes and
relatiens rather than concrete visual
art works: what was produced was an
amazing network of new social relations
with a clear awareness of the problems
and challenges facing the neighborkood,
which is readv to sct and participate in
1% urgent transtarmation. This metwork
15 The most important assel of the
project, which cannal be abandoned or
taken For granted: the risks are too high,
and therefore new and inventive wavs
al leag-term funding and suppart shouald
bz & lop prienly in restructuring the
Restored Spaces Initiative, including
the imtegration of a local community
arganizer with ¢thnographic experience
wha 15 able to provide constant ground

support % new initainves are formesd,

I the Mlayerauads fer Usefl
Krpowiedee platform is to he embraced,
thie Hestored Spaces Intintive meeds
to expand its team wath the shjective
of ereating a tranadiseiplinary base
grovp with wider skills and expertise
in community arganizing, ethnographic
research, policy, and plonmmg. The rigk
of mat deing so will not anly jespardize
the network of social relations that
hns been cremted, but most imporantly
will agnin signal what Philadelphin
Mlaral Arts has been criticized for as
desenbed m the previcus paragraph,

a lack of & sustained engagement. A
claim to producing sustainability in
restoring environments ond em powering
livehboods will be very ditticult 1o
achieve wath a twam of three. our
recommendation ia that Philadelphia
Muaral Arts increase the Restored
Spaces Initative human capacity

with at least pwe new hires and that it
comtimie o consider strategically the
conatant involvement of otler artisis,
researchers, and nctivists in every
praject they decide 1o parsue. The
selection of those new collaboraters ond
e ployvees is o delicate and impoertand
process in which Colabitation
Strofegies will be glad 1o nssist

The Miffhn Sguare Allancs
amd other mei ghbarhoosd relations that
were ereated durning the development
of Maverounds for LUselind Koo !(;ﬁh i
will require the caretul co-production
of an agtion plan Por the comimg months
amd vears. This action plan needs to
ke generated in conjunction with Tocal
partners, but fmeilitated by the Restored
Spaces Imbative and communicated
thraugh different media to all the
participants, ¢ollabaraiors, and
spectators. The Ml Square Alllznce
Lestival can be embruged os a mew
neighborhoad tradition that has al ready
begun o foster the integration of more
lecal parivers in the process of looking
for sacially and envirenmentally just
wiays o imprave the South Seven area
amd the ety at large. Therelore., a
specific plan should be pul e place as
goon ag poasible, i order 10 continee
toy suppart the cosproduction of the
Alliance Festival for the following year.
with mew, larger, and swder strategic
vimions,

Restored Spaces should guide
local residenits, civic arganizations,

nonpredits and community stakehalders

o Facilitate the creation of o

Commumity Land Toost 1o use public

vacnnt lond to serve the needs and

interests of commuonity members rother
than those of real estate companies

amd apeculators, The South Seven has

a significant amaant of vacant land,

However, it is gradually shrinking

Even vocomt lots halding eommunity

gardens and playvgrounds are being sold,

Market-rate howsing development is

increasing, but there is not interest from

the public or private sectars 1o provide
commumity facilities, recrenfion spnces.
community gardens, and affordable
liwing, working. and learning spaces
for lomg=term residents. This project
would have the potentinl o strengthen
the local community while providing
community faciliiies m perpsiuity

o satisfy eomimunity needs for this

district s current and future generntions.

Soeme of the benefits the CLT would

brang are the following:

1. Allowing commuenity ownership
and democratic contrel of lang
Decisions on hew T use land are
made nat on the basle of economic
rebums bwt on commenity interests.

£, Strengthening the local community
thraugh the interdependency af CLT
partners {lenants/users, cammunity
stakehalders, and public SErYants).
Sharing resources, knowledge,
and axperiise, along with active
participation are key in building
commim ik ies.

3. Providing flexibility to respond

to different community needs

and interests, CLTs are capable of
accommedating commimily gardens
and Tacilities;: learning, commarcial,
and warking spaces; and different
models of rousing, swech as COOpS,
rentals, owner-occupled units, and
even senior and suppartive houwsing.

. Keeping assets in the community by

tacilitating the tramster of private
and public ownership to community
vwrership, sometimes at below-
markel rates, (0TS can receive

and manage donations of land and
capital to purchase and develop
Lamd. The Fhilzdelphia Land Bank.
4 new city agency, can become a
partner and danpar,

&. Preserving and protecting public
inyestment by allowing one subsioy
to keep operating for a century ar
longer, rather than the average 2d-
yirar Span af most peblic subsidies
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